
On November 10, 1865, a group of local 
citizens organized the first meeting of the 
“Hagerstown Cemetery Company”. Their goal 
was the formation of the area’s first non-profit, 
public cemetery. They recognized a need in 
the community to bury the dead following the 
conclusion of the Civil War…and with crowded 
landlocked church cemeteries becoming an issue, 
they forged ahead to establish a cemetery where 
everyone, regardless of race or religion could 
bury and visit their loved ones.

During this first meeting, a committee was 
appointed to find suitable land to purchase for the 
cemetery site. The committee found a willing seller 
in Dr. John A. Wroe. Following graduation from 

medical school, Dr. Wroe opened his medical 
practice in Hagerstown in 1843. In 1844, he 
married Martha Jane Barr who was the daughter 
of Captain David Barr and Christiana Mantz. 

On November 22, 1865, Dr. Wroe and his wife 
Martha signed the Articles of Agreement, stating 
they would sell the cemetery company land to 
establish the cemetery. On January 11, 1866, Dr. 
Wroe, his wife Martha and the cemetery company 
agreed that between 25 and 40 acres of farm 
land on “Wroe’s Hill” along S. Potomac Street, 
(then Hagerstown/Sharpsburg Pike) would be 
purchased for the sum of $250.00 an acre. 

On March 16, 1866, the Charter and Articles of 
Association were signed and Rose Hill Cemetery 

of Hagerstown became the official name of 
our cemetery. On April 2nd, 1867 a renowned 
landscape and garden architect from Baltimore 
was hired by RHC’s board of trustees, to draw up 
a master plan of the cemetery. John Wilkinson 
Esq., proposed a landscape and layout plan for the 
newly formed cemetery company, transforming 
it into a rural or garden style cemetery. 

Rural cemeteries were different than the 
previously established church cemeteries in that 
they took advantage of the natural landscape and 
topography of a site to design a cemetery within the 
boundaries of what the land provided as opposed 
to designing a grid over the available land. 

The rural cemetery movement began as 
a response to the health hazard posed by 
overcrowded church cemeteries, and as a part 
of the larger Romantic movement of the mid-
1800’s. The first rural cemetery in the US was 
Mount Auburn Cemetery in Boston, MA. Mount 
Auburn Cemetery was established in 1831 
and served as the inspiration of dozens of new 
cemeteries over the following decades, including 
Rose Hill Cemetery. 

Only Green Mount Cemetery of Baltimore 
and Mount Olivet Cemetery of Frederick are 
older examples of planned rural cemeteries in 
Maryland. Rose Hill is the largest example at 102 
acres. After completing his work for Rose Hill 
Cemetery, John Wilkinson returned to Baltimore 
where he is credited with being a founding 
member of the Baltimore Chapter of American 
Institute of Architects, established in 1871.
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1. How is Rose Hill funded?
As a non-profit organization, proceeds from 

the sale of lots, vaults, monuments, etc. are 
invested to insure perpetual care for future 
generations. 

2. What is Perpetual Care?
By definition, perpetual care refers to the 

ongoing general care of the grounds of a 
cemetery. We believe perpetual care is actually 
a promise to you that the cemetery will always 
be well maintained to the highest standards, 
peaceful, and beautiful. With over 150 years 
of responsible cemetery care and management 
you can feel reassured that Rose Hill will be 
maintained for future generations.

3. When I purchase a cemetery
lot, is it my property?

When you are given a Certificate of 
Ownership, you have purchased a burial right 
only. We still own the ground and maintain it. 

4. Are there any other charges
that I can expect to pay in
regards to burial services?

There is a fee for opening and closing the 
grave which may be purchased in advance to 
avoid future price increases. We also require 
a vault which may be purchased at Rose Hill 
along with monuments and memorials.

5. I have insurance.
Why should I pre-plan?

There are several benefits of pre-planning. 
Among them include the ability to avoid future 
price increases. Another benefit is knowing 
that you are not leaving this important 
decision to others.  You can make your final 
wishes.

6. Driving past the cemetery, it
looks like it’s full. Do you
have burial spaces?

We have approximately 10,000 traditional 
burial spaces and 3,000 cremation spaces 
and with 25 acres still available to develop 
we will be serving the community for many 
generations.

7. I heard I can be buried with 
my pets. Is this true?

We have a special area designated in our 
Reflection Garden where lot owners can 
be inurned with their pets. This garden is 
designated for cremation burials only.

FAQS:

For close to 200 years, Rollo has watched 
over his master, Robert Hughes. Before Rose 
Hill Cemetery was formed and was a farm for 
the Wroe family, Rollo was buried with the 
Hughes family. Much like today, the Hughes 
family treated Rollo as part of the family. A 
monument was created in his likeness and is 

located on the family plot. And now, in our 
Reflection Garden, your four-legged friends 
can watch over you. We have created two 
special cremation burial options just for 
them. We have a mini-garden designated just 
for pets and another where owners can be 
buried with their pets.

We offer special burial options for our 
veterans. For those who prefer a traditional 
casket burial, we offer “buy one burial space, 
get one free”. We have several gardens located 
throughout the cemetery where this applies 

such as Legend of the Dogwood. We also 
have created a special cremation mini-garden 
and columbarium niches in our Reflection 
Garden for veterans and their spouses. 

Cremation Garden

Rollo and Other Four-Legged Friends

For our Veterans
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In response to the increasing trend of 
cremation, we created a beautiful new garden, 
the Reflection Garden at Rose Hill. This one-
and-a-half-acre garden will accommodate 
3,000 inurnments. This peaceful garden 
features a beautiful promenade leading up 
to our Gazebo, water features and park like 

features. Burial options include columbarium 
niches, benches, private estates and more.

For those who prefer the option of 
cremation we have a special offer for you as 
well.  See our ad for $500 off the purchase of 
a niche in our promenade.
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For the convenience of our families, we have recently added a few 
services including a Monument Cleaning Program and a Flower 

Placement Program.  We have partnered with 
an organization who will gently scrub off dirt, 
moss and pollution on the marker or monument 

using organic, non-abrasive solutions. Much 
like the Rose Hill grounds crew, under the 

direction of Supervisor Lawrence Goodman, 
they go the extra mile and will send a picture to 

the family to show the work has been completed. 
Details can be found at www.heavensmaid.com.

Rose Hill Cemetery knows that making final arrangements 
is not on the list of priorities but with our special pricing 
we encourage you to take advantage of this sale and make 
those arrangements. Remember, you are doing this for your 

loved ones. At the time of need, making decisions can be 
overwhelming both emotionally and financially. Your loved 
ones will be glad you were thoughtful enough to take care of 
this most important decision. 

Rose Hill is:
• A Non-Profit which is Locally Managed and Operated

• The Most Historic Public Cemetery in Washington County
• The Largest Cemetery in Western Maryland

• Currently Offers over 10,000 Available Spaces

We Offer:
• Low Monthly Payments • No Interest with On-Time Payments

*Spaces are available in:
 Garden of Hope Legend of the Dogwood  Garden of the Cross 
 Section 4 Section 6 Section 8 J2

Have family in other Sections?  Call 301.739.3630 to see if spaces are available near them.

Special Services Available for our Families

BUY ONE / GET ONE
Buy one burial lot at regular price and get the second burial lot free *

CALL 301.739.3630 TODAY
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

Honoring the Past While Embracing the Future

For those who prefer cremation, receive

$500 OFF
the purchase of a Columbarium Niche in the Reflection Garden Promenade.
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Governors….military leaders….inventors…..and many more. We 
encourage history buffs, families and friends to take a self-guided 
tour of our most notable notables. Detailed maps are available in the 
cemetery office or in the display stand near the front entrance. 

THE MAUSOLEUM AT ROSE HILL
A landmark feature of the property, the mausoleum’s construction 

was concluded in 1918 and holds within its marble walls the remains of 
nearly 260 prominent area residents.

WROE’S HILL WATER TOWER
This stone structure houses a 1,000 gallon water tank which was 

previously used to store water for irrigation purposes on the property.

REFLECTION GARDEN
This beautiful new garden, featuring a stunning gazebo, mature 

trees and water features, was designed for those who prefer cremation. 
Located in an easy area to access, we encourage families to meander 
along the walkways and reflect on the lives of their loved ones.

GARDEN OF MEMORY
Designated by its large granite monument prominently placed in the 

center of this beautiful garden, which has the added distinction of being 
the only garden in the cemetery that features all bronze memorials.

LEGEND OF THE DOGWOOD
Named for the poem of the same name, it holds within its seven 

acres nearly 50 examples of dogwood trees in various colors. Be sure to 
visit during springtime to witness the colorful bloom of our beautiful 
dogwoods.

ANGEL LAND
A solemn space, where families come to remember the little angels no 

longer with them.

GARDEN OF THE CROSS
This section’s solid granite cross stands over 20 feet tall and defines 

this beautiful garden of memorials. This garden area follows traditional 
garden cemetery master planning, which values park like settings. 

WASHINGTON CONFEDERATE CEMETERY
This three acre plat was purchased from Rose Hill by the State of 

Maryland in 1872 for the burial of Confederate soldiers. This cemetery 
is the final resting place of 2,467 soldiers from the Battle of Antietam 
and South Mountain. Of the 2,467 soldiers laid to rest here, only 346 
could be identified. On February 28, 1877 a monument was placed 
overlooking the cemetery. The monument stands 19 feet high and 
features the statue of Hope leaning on her Anchor.

Genealogy research is done for many 
different reasons but, whether you are 
trying to find a distant relative or just 
want a better understanding of the lives 
that combined to make you who you are 
today, most people along their genealog-
ical journey find themselves researching 
at their local cemetery. That’s why we de-
veloped a genealogy search engine that 
not only lists the names of the nearly 
44,000 people buried at Rose Hill Cem-
etery but also lists their birth date, death 
date, burial date and burial location, 
when available, so you can find a grave of 

a loved one or ancestor. As the 
area’s largest and oldest public 
cemetery we supported families 
in our community for over 150 
years and by offering this ser-
vice we now help with genealogy 
searches and finding graves in a 
brand new way. If you are inter-
ested in researching your family 
history, check out www.rhceme-
tery.org/genealogy-search. In ad-
dition to our genealogy records, 
we also have listed community 
research resources.

Historical Walking Tour

Explore The Many
Distinct Areas

of Rose Hill Cemetery

Genealogy
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